157.   SPEECH TO CONGRESS WORKERS, BARDOLI1

[February 10, 1922]2

I regard those who have assembled here as some of the best
workers in the country. In fact, I can see the condition of India
at the present time truly reflected by this small assembly. What I
have heard now confirms me in the belief that most of those
who are present here have failed to understand the message of
non-violence. This convinces me that the country at large has
not at all accepted the teaching of non-violence. I must, there-
fore, immediately stop the movement for civil disobedience,

Seven Months with Makatma Gandhi, pp. 226-7

158, WORKING COMMITTEE'S RESOLUTIONS AT BAWOLP
[February 12, 1922]
The working Committee of the Congress met at Bardoli on the llth and
12th instant and passed the following resolutions:
1.    The  Working  Committee  deplores the inhuman  con-
duct of the mob at Chauri Ghaura in having brutally murdered
constables and wantonly burnt the Police Thana and tenders its
sympathy to the families of the bereaved.
2.    In view of Nature's repeated warnings, every time mass
civil disobedience has been imminent some popular violent out-
burst has taken place indicating that the atmosphere in the
country is not non-violent enough for mass disobedience,   the
latest instance being the tragic  and terrible events at Chauri
1 The source says:  "... Mahatmaji summoned . . - the whole body of
workers, and all those who were present at Bardoli today, to discuss with him
the propriety or otherwise of starting civil disobedience in the face of the terrible
happening at Chauri Chaura.   He asked for the opinion of everyone present
. . . almost everyone, young and old, declared . . . that if Mahatmaji retreated
after throwing out a challenge to Lord Reading in the manner he had done by
his rejoinder to the Government communique, the whole country would be dis-
graced before the world.   Only three persons dissented from this view ..."
2 From the source
3 Presumably- drafted by Gandhiji.   These resolutions were passed by the
Working Committee, which met at Bardoli on February II and 12, and were
subsequently  adopted by the A.I.G.C. on February 25; Mi "Resolution at
A.LG.C. Meeting, Delhi5', 25-2-1922, and Toung India, 2-3-1922.